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A PLACE OF MAGIC

Magic is when fantasy becomes reality, and this happens each year for three
days in May on a small farm in Glen Rock, Pennsylvania. This is the story of
the Spoutwood May Day Fairie Festival, which is the largest and longest
running fairy festival in the world.

Twenty years ago, Rob and Lucy Wood invited a small group of neighbors and
friends to their farm to celebrate May Day. By mixing Celtic traditions and
fairy lore they created a unique event. Each year it grew larger and more
elaborate. People who have experienced the festival call it magical. In many
ways there is magic behind the event.

There is the magic of love. It is almost unheard of for an event of this size to be
produced almost entirely by a group of volunteers. They do it because of their
love for the Fairie Festival, the farm, and Rob and Lucy Wood.

The farm itself seems to be magical. Because it is a real working farm, you do
not find the typical amusement park atmosphere, instead the magic of the
natural world is visible everywhere, mingled with fanciful decorations. A great
example of this can be seen in the nest of a Baltimore Oriole where twigs are
mixed with small colorful ribbons that were snatched during the festival. Like
this nest, the spirit of the festival becomes intertwined with the people who
attend it. You will soon discover that this festival of fantasy affects people in
real and unexpected ways.
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